
Second Testimony  

Q. - What hurt you most in life?  

R. - From the age of 15 I had sexual relations with a priest. This lasted for 13 years. I got pregnant 

three times and he made me have an abortion three times, quite simply because he did not want to 

use condoms or contraceptives. At first I trusted him so much that I did not know he could abuse 

me. I was afraid of him, and every time I refused to have sex with him, he would beat me. And since I 

was completely dependent on him economically, I suffered all the humiliations he inflicted on me. 

We had these relationships both in his home, in the village and in the diocesan reception centre. In 

this relationship I did not have the right to have "boyfriends"; whenever I had one and he came to 

know about it, he would beat me up. That was the condition for helping me economically . He gave 

me everything I wanted, when I accepted to have sex; otherwise he would beat me.  

Q. - How did you deal with all these wounds and how do you feel now  

R. - I feel I have a life destroyed. I have suffered so many humiliations in this relationship that I do 

not know what the future holds for me ... This made me very cautious in my relationships, now.  

Q. - What message do you want to pass to the bishops?  

R. - It must be said that to love, essentially is to love freely: when a person loves someone you think 

of their future, of their good. You cannot abuse a person this way. It must be said that priests and 

religious have a way of helping and at the same time also destroying: they have to behave like 

leaders, wise people.  

D. - Thank you very much. Your contribution will be very significant for the Bishops' Meeting. Thanks 

again.  


